For the 2023 edition of Frieze Seoul, Galerie Quynh is
thrilled to present work by Do Thanh Lang and Will
Thurman - two young artists who are among the most
original painters of their generation. Both artists make
raw, disquieting works that oscillate between
bleakness and lightness. Do works with acrylic, epoxy
resin and plastic to create roughly layered yet dreamy
compositions depicting figures that appear frozen in
various states of unease. Thurman's oil paintings
belong to an ongoing series called ‘Life Paintings’ and
reflect life in all its absurdity, outrageousness,
mischievousness and hysteria.
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DO THANH LANG [Vietnamese, b. 1986]

Approaching art practice with a rare instinct - visible through the craggy edges of his canvases, or the
occasional insect fossilised by his resin pour - Do Thanh Lang is aptly positioned to extract lightness from a dire
situation. Dreamlike in all their hazy strangeness, his artworks are akin to pieces of a memory - a visual journal
of altered consciousness. Not without humour, of a dark kind, Do's works center around fragments of images
and stories churned out by the gigantic machine that is Vietnamese online media. Just as one's disposed
garbage can speak volumes about how one lives, these images - likened by Do to 'virtual trash' - remind us that
apathy is one of the world's gravest dangers.

Born in 1986 in Ho Chi Minh City, Do Thanh Lang studied painting at the Ho Chi Minh Fine Arts University. His
work has been shown in a number of group exhibitions in Vietnam and regionally, such as Salt of the Jungle,
Korea Foundation Gallery, Seoul, Korea and Vietnamese Women's Museum, Hanoi, Vietnam; Modern Wind,
HCMC Fine Arts Association, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; My Eldest Sister, San Art, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Fall,
Café Tram, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Out of Nowhere, Sao La, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Art Walk, numerous
venues in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; and fluorescent fog (curated by Arlette Quynh-Anh Tran), Lunar Breccia,
Alluvium, song of the cicada among summer poppies, Hopscotch and NGUCHONOBAY (curated by Sao La) at
Galerie Quynh, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

Do has also participated in Spot Art Singapore 2014 (ARTrium @ MCI, Singapore) and undertaken the residency
program Brown Movement at Heritage Space in Hanoi. Do lives and works between Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City.
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WILL THURMAN [American, b. 1989]

Populated with hybrid characters - creatures part human, part
animal, part object - Will Thurman's paintings reflect a disorienting
state of existence; the deluge of storylines makes it difficult to tell
which way is up. Thurman sends us tumbling through a parallel
universe not quite distinct from ours, where the comedic blends
with the downright bleak and sadistic. Many of his canvases contain
paintings within paintings - mise en abyme that draw attention to
the plethora of lenses through which a single story can be told -
and retold, and retold. Thurman is meticulous in his expression; for
the artist painting is disciplined, routine labor. Yet despite such
control over his own practice, his artworks offer a singular freedom:
to place oneself within his scenes, navigate the topsy-turvy
landscape, and intervene in their happenings.

Will Thurman (born 1989, New York) received his academic training
at the University of Wisconsin Madison in the U.S. After completing
his studies in 2009, he moved to Vietnam and worked as a reporter
for a local crime tabloid sometimes taking assignments in
Cambodia where he also boxed semi-professionally. Thurman has
lived in many regions of Vietnam and while preferring the
countryside, he is currently based in Ho Chi Minh City.
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ABOUT GALERIE QUYNH

Recognized as Vietnam's leading contemporary art gallery, Galerie Quynh has been actively promoting
contemporary art practice in the country for over two decades. The gallery maintains a consistent and focused
program promoting emerging, mid-career and established artists in Vietnam and internationally. Operating in a
country that lacks a strong art ecosystem, the gallery is a hybrid space that serves its community through its
public programs and support of art education. The gallery regularly collaborates with artists, curators,
museums, and cultural organisations locally and internationally to organise talks and lectures as well as produce
publications in English and Vietnamese. In May 2014 the gallery founded the not-for-profit educational initiative
Sao La directed by artists Tung Mai and Nguyen Kim To Lan. Sao La has since evolved into an independent artist
collective spearheaded by To Lan and Dalat-based artist Nguyen Duc Dat. In summer 2020 with support from
the Goethe-Institut, the gallery launched the not-for-profit CaR6, an educational initiative that provides art
education for students aged 13-18 who show demonstrative interest in the arts.
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