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ABOUT TUAN ANDREW NGUYEN

Vietnamese-American artist known for collaborating 
with communities and researching sites of trauma 
often associated with colonialism, war and 
displacement. Nguyen poignantly loops and weaves 
together memory, history and the present to speculate 
possible futures.

Born in Saigon, Vietnam in 1976; immigrated to the 
United States of America in 1979

Co-founder of the artist collective The Propeller Group; 
former board member of San Art in Ho Chi Minh City

Earned a BFA from the University of California, Irvine 
in 1999, and an MFA from the California Institute of 
the Arts in 2004

Photo by Harry Vu
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WINNER OF 2024 FRIEZE STAND PRIZE
Galerie Quynh Contemporary Art
Solo presentation of Tuan Andrew Nguyen Image courtesy of Frieze



ARTWORKS AT
FRIEZE SEOUL 2024



BROKEN SUN
2024

stainless steel with bomb metal, 
stainless steel, powder coating

plate bell frequencies in descending order: 
No. 1: 237mm, frequency: A - 432 Hz; 
No. 2: 163mm, frequency: D6 - 1153.3 Hz; 
No. 3: 194mm, frequency: G5 - 769.74 Hz; 
No. 4: 297mm, frequency: C4 - 272.27 Hz

270 x 270 cm
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57MM #1 - UNTITLED
2024

engraved 57mm brass artillery shell (F5, 685.76Hz), 
stainless steel cable with attached wooden mallet, 
pounded brass artillery shells, brass rods, powder coating

198 x 130 cm







57MM #2 - UNTITLED
2024

engraved 57mm brass artillery shell (E5, 647.27 Hz), 
stainless steel cable with attached wooden mallet, 
pounded brass artillery shells, brass rods, powder coating

145 x 134 cm





57MM #3 - UNTITLED
2024

engraved 57mm brass artillery shell (F5, 685.76 Hz), 
stainless steel cable with attached wooden mallet, 
pounded brass artillery shells, brass rods, powder coating

170 x 116 cm





57MM #4 - UNTITLED
2024

engraved 57mm brass artillery shell (F5, 685.76 Hz), 
stainless steel cable with attached wooden mallet, 
pounded brass artillery shells, brass rods, powder coating

136 x 154 cm





57MM #5 - UNTITLED
2024

engraved 57mm brass artillery shell (E5, 647.27 Hz), 
stainless steel cable with attached wooden mallet, 
pounded brass artillery shells, brass rods, powder coating

148 x 102 cm





WHY USE UNEXPLODED 
ORDNANCE (UXO) IN 
HIS SCULPTURES?

Quang Tri in Vietnam is one of the most heavily 
bombed sites in all of human history. Vietnam 
is no longer at war but its people are still losing 
their limbs and lives from the UXO* in the country. 
Nguyen believes materials hold memories. 
What was meant to kill and destroy has been 
transformed and renewed into something that 
represents hope and healing. Each of the mobiles 
has been tuned to frequencies that promote 
healing and resonates with a deep sound.

* UXO: unexploded ordnance (bombs, shells, grenades, land mines, 
and others) from war that still pose a risk of detonation



WHY IS ALEXANDER CALDER 
REFERENCED IN THE WORK?

Nguyet, the female protagonist in the speculative 
fictional film The Unburied Sounds of a Troubled 
Horizon, buys and sells bomb scraps in Quang 
Tri. She makes hanging mobiles from UXO and 
after finding a magazine with images of works by 
Calder, she believes she is the reincarnation of the 
American sculptor. Calder made prints, posters 
and buttons to support Presidential candidates 
against the war. He joined marches and even took 
out advertisements in national US media to protest 
the American involvement in Vietnam. That Calder 
worked primarily with metal also lent itself well to 
Nguyet’s story of working in a scrap metal yard. 
Calder’s mobiles are well known to people outside 
of the art world so the general public would be able 
to recognize his work more readily. Calder passed 
away in 1976 – one year after the war ended.



2022
single-channel video, 4k anamorphic, 
5.1 surround sound, color
60 minutes

Screened at:
New Museum, New York, USA
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Illinois, USA
Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, California, USA
Princeton University Museum, New Jersey, USA
Fundació Joan Miró, Barcelona, Spain
Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art, Cape Town, South Africa
Cantor Arts Center, Stanford University, California, USA

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

THE UNBURIED SOUNDS
OF A TROUBLED HORIZON



Still from The Unburied Sounds of a Troubled Horizon (2022)



Still from The Unburied Sounds of a Troubled Horizon (2022)



If I were a bomb

ready to explode,

if I have become dangerous to your life,

then you must take care of me.

You think you can get away from me, but how?

I am here, right in your midst.

(You cannot remove me from your life.)

And I may explode at any time.

I need your care.

I need your time.

I need you to defuse me.

You are responsible for me,

because you have made the vow

(and I heard it) to love and to care.

I know that to take care of me

you need much patience, much coolness.

I realize that in you there is also a bomb

to be defused.

So why don't we help each other?

Defuse Me

Thích Nhất Hạnh
Call Me By My True Names
(Berkeley: Parallax Press, 1999)
Published in December 2001

I need you to listen to me.

No one has listened to me.

No one understands my suffering,

including the ones who say they love me.

The pain inside of me is suffocating me.

It is the TNT that makes up the bomb.

There is no one else who will listen to me.

That is why I need you.

But you seem to be getting away from me.

You want to run for your safety,

the kind of safety that does not exist.
I have not created my own bomb.
It is you.
It is society.
It is family.
It is school.
It is tradition.

So please don't blame me for it.
Come and help,
if not, I will explode.
This is not a threat.
It is only a plea for help.
I will also be of help
when it is your turn.



GLOBAL RECOGNITION



WASHINGTON DC, USA

Solo Exhibition, 2024

SMITHSONIAN 
AMERICAN ART 

MUSEUM

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, USA

Forthcoming Group Exhibition, 2024

PROSPECT.6

RENO, NEVADA, USA

Solo Exhibition, 2024

NEVADA MUSEUM OF ART

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA, USA

Group Exhibition, 2021

KADIST

SHANGHAI, CHINA 
Group Exhibition, 2020

13TH SHANGHAI 
BIENNALE

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA
Solo Presentation, 2024

FRIEZE SEOUL

TAICHUNG CITY, TAIWAN
Group Exhibition, 2021

NATIONAL TAIWAN 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

AICHI, JAPAN
Group Exhibition, 2022

AICHI TRIENNALE

CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA

Solo Exhibition, 2024

ZEITZ MUSEUM OF 
CONTEMPORARY 

ART AFRICA

JAKARTA, INDONESIA

Group Exhibition, 2023

MUSEUM OF MODERN 
AND CONTEMPORARY 
ART IN NUSANTARA

OLDENBURG, GERMANY

Forthcoming Solo Exhibition, 2024

EDITH-RUSS-HAUS

SUNDYBERG, SWEDEN

Solo Exhibition, 2023

MARABOUPARKEN 
KONSTHALL

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

Group Exhibition, 2019

ARTSPACE VISUAL 
ARTS CENTRE

GLASGOW, SCOTLAND, UK

Solo Exhibition, 2023

CENTRE FOR 
CONTEMPORARY 

ARTS

BARCELONA, SPAIN

Award, 2023 
JOAN MIRÓ PRIZE
Solo Exhibition, 2024 
FUNDACIÓ 
JOAN MIRÓ

NEW YORK, USA

Solo Exhibition, 2023

NEW MUSEUM



Images courtesy of Fundació Joan Miró
Photos by David Camesasca / Pep Herrero

Fundació Joan Miró, Barcelona, Spain 

JOAN MIRÓ PRIZE 2023





Solo Exhibition, 2024 | Fundació Joan Miró, Barcelona, Spain

OUR GHOSTS LIVE IN THE FUTURE Images courtesy of Fundació Joan Miró





Solo Exhibition, 2023 | New Museum, New York, NY, USA

RADIANT REMEMBRANCE Images courtesy of New Museum 
Photos by Dario Lasagni





Interview, 2023 | New Museum, New York, NY, USA

IN CONVERSATION: TUAN ANDREW 
NGUYEN AND VIVIAN CROCKETT





Solo Exhibition, 2024 | Zeitz Museum of Contemporary 
Art Africa (MOCAA), Cape Town, South Africa

THE OTHER SIDE OF NOW Images courtesy of Zeit MOCAA 
Photos by Ramiie G





Forthcoming Group Exhibition, 2024 |  Prospect.6 triennial, New Orleans, LA, USA

PROSPECT.6: THE FUTURE IS PRESENT, 
THE HARBINGER IS HOME Image courtesy of Prospect



Forthcoming Solo Exhibition, 2024 |  Edith-Russ-Haus, Oldenburg, Germany

WHEN WATER EMBRACES EMPTY SPACE Image courtesy of Edith-Russ-Haus



The High Line, New York, NY, USA

SHORTLISTED PROPOSAL FOR 
2026/2027 HIGH LINE PLINTH COMMISSIONS

Tuan Andrew Nguyen, The Light 
that Shines Through the Universe
Images courtesy of the artist and 
The High Line







Duration: 26 minutes 
Image courtesy of BBC

Interview, 2024 | BBC, The Documentary Podcast

IN THE STUDIO: TUAN ANDREW NGUYEN
– THE HEALING POWER OF ART



Image courtesy of MOCA

Interview, 2023 | The Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), Los Angeles, CA, USA

MOCA ARTIST FILM SERIES: TUAN ANDREW NGUYEN 
IN CONVERSATION WITH EVYN LÊ ESPIRITU GANDHI











Tuan Andrew Nguyen co-founded The Propeller 
Group in 2006, a platform for collectivity that 
situates itself between an art collective and 
an advertising company. Accolades for the 
group include the grand prize at the 2015 
Internationale Kurzfilmtage Winterthur for the 
film The Living Need Light, The Dead Need Music 
and a Creative Capital award for their video 
project Television Commercial for Communism. 
Besides a major travelling retrospective that 
began at the MCA Chicago, the collective has 
participated in international exhibitions including 
The Ungovernables, 2012 New Museum Triennial; 
2012 LA Biennial; Prospect.3, 2014 New Orleans 
Triennial; and the Venice Biennale 2015.

From left, the members of The Propeller Group — Matt Lucero, 
Tuan Andrew Nguyen and Phunam Thuc Ha — with a prop from 
their History of the Future project (2012)



2014
single-channel video, 25p, 5.1 surround sound, color
21:15 minutes

The Propeller Group

THE LIVING NEED LIGHT, 
THE DEAD NEED MUSIC

Collected by:
Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia
Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA, USA
De Young Museum, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, CA, USA
Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), Los Angeles, CA, USA
M+, Museum of Visual Culture, West Kowloon, Hong Kong
Minneapolis Institute of Art, MN, USA
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York, NY, USA
New Orleans Museum of Art (NOMA), New Orleans, LA, USA
Speed Museum, Louisville, KY, USA

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Image courtesy of Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum



2011–2012
five-channel synchronized video installation (60 minutes), 
and one single-channel video (1 minute)

The Propeller Group

TELEVISION COMMERCIAL 
FOR COMMUNISM

Collected by:
Centre Pompidou, Paris, France
Singapore Art Museum (SAM), Singapore
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY, USA

•
•
•

Images courtesy of Singapore Art Museum



ABOUT GALERIE QUYNH



Founded in 2000 by Quynh Pham and Robert Cianchi with a dedicated 
exhibition space opening in December 2003, Galerie Quynh is a 
hybrid contemporary art gallery in Ho Chi Minh City that serves and 
responds to its community through public and education programs. 
Based in a country with little to no public arts infrastructure, the 
gallery collaborates with artists, curators and cultural organizations 
locally and internationally to foster dialogue among diverse creative 
voices. In 2014, the gallery founded the not-for-profit educational 
initiative Sao La. Sao La has since evolved into an independent artist 
collective based in Dalat and spearheaded by artists Nguyen Kim To 
Lan and Nguyen Duc Dat.



GALERIE QUYNH
SELECTED EXHIBITIONS



ON DA DREAM
Solo Exhibition by Vy Trinh 
Curated by Thai Ha
10 August – 12 October 2024





UNTITLED (7 EVENTS)
Solo Exhibition by Pham Minh Hieu
12 March – 4 May 2024





NEVERWHERE
Group Exhibition by Nadege David, Cian Duggan, 
Sandrine Llouquet, Ngo Dinh Bao Chau, 
Trong Gia Nguyen, Vo Tran Chau 
Curated by Anh Ngoc
10 June – 5 October 2023





THE CROSSING OF DISASTER
Solo Exhibition by Francois Andes 
Curated by Luiz Gustavo Carvalho
10 – 22 January 2020





BETWEEN FRAGMENTATION 
AND WHOLENESS
Solo Exhibition by Truong Cong Tung 
Curated by Arlette Quynh-Anh Tran
25 May – 7 July 2018





Dong Khoi, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City

AN ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT 
FOR FUTURE REMEMBRANCE
De Tham, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City

THE GALÁPAGOS PROJECT: 
ON THE BRINK OF OUR MASTER PLANS
Solo Exhibition by Tiffany Chung
4 December 2013 – 10 January 2014



Dong Khoi  |  AN ARCHAEOLOGY PROJECT 
FOR FUTURE REMEMBRANCE

De Tham  |  THE GALÁPAGOS PROJECT: 
ON THE BRINK OF OUR MASTER PLANS



NORTH SOUTH EAST WEST
Solo Exhibition by Bruce Yonemoto
17 December 2009 – 23 January 2010





QUIET SHINY WORDS / 
CULTURAL DOPPELGANGBANGERS
First solo exhibition by Tuan Andrew Nguyen 
in collaboration with Wowy
26 June – 19 July 2008





MAGMA | WE'RE NOT COUNTING SHEEP
Solo Exhibition by Sue Hajdu
26 April – 7 May 2006





GALERIE QUYNH
SELECTED PUBLIC PROGRAMS



Quynh Pham, founder and director 
of Galerie Quynh participated in 
the 15th Gwangju Biennale Pavilion 
Southeast Asia-Korea Symposium



Exhibition Walkthrough with Artist

WE ATE THE FOREST
Solo Exhibition by Nadege David
25 May – 27 July 2024



Children's Program

JUNIOR MORNINGS
in conjunction with We Ate The Forest (2024)



Artist Talk

TRAN NU YENKHE IN CONVERSATION 
WITH THAI HA
in conjunction with WHITE BLANK (2023)



Curatorial Tour with Artists and Curator

DEPT. OF SPECULATION
Group Exhibition by Nghia Dang, Nadège David, Do Thanh Lang, 
Cian Duggan, Ngo Dinh Bao Chau, Truc-Anh, Vo Tran Chau 
Curated by Linh Le
7 July – 18 September 2022



Artist Workshop

ĐƠM CÚC NÊN TRANH: WORKSHOP 
WITH ARTIST VO TRAN CHAU
in conjunction with DEPT. OF SPECULATION (2022)



118 Nguyen Van Thu, Dakao, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

+84 28 3822 7218
info@galeriequynh.com | www.galeriequynh.com

Copyright © 2024 Galerie Quynh Contemporary Art.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without prior written permission from Galerie Quynh.


